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Perth’s top interior designers
reveal their decorating tips
and tricks of the trade
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I
nterior designer Dominique
Tiller’s style is the
embodiment of laid-back
luxury. Evoking a refined
Australian feel, her interiors

favour natural materials and
beautiful, layered textures,
providing tactility, warmth and an
effortless feel to classic or
contemporary interiors.

Ms Tiller said creating a
successful interior solution was all
about connecting the space with its
environment to create continuity
and a sense of visual comfort. 

It should also complement, not
compete with, the external
environment while reflecting the
client’s needs.

“We have become so work
oriented, time poor and often
disconnected that our living spaces
should nurture us, provide comfort
and help us reconnect with
ourselves,” she said. 

“They need to be more heart than
head. 

“I thoroughly believe that our
interior spaces and the environment
we live in have a huge impact on our
sense of well-being and happiness.”

Ms Tiller, who recently returned
to Perth from working in London,
said interior designers, like
architects, helped clients to visualise
and enhance their ideas for a new
home or renovation.

“Most clients use an interior
designer to assist with bringing their
ideas into one cohesive look,” she
said. 

“It’s not uncommon for clients to
have too many different ideas and it
is the job of the interior designer to
coax them into one direction that
works for them.

“Their expertise and product
knowledge can really help the client
achieve the look they desire and the
bottom line is that they will save you
time, money and frustration.”

When a person was choosing an
interior designer, Ms Tiller said they

should first determine the style they
wanted to achieve, then research
similar styles and check the
credentials of the person they
planned to hire. 

They should also discuss the
project thoroughly with prospective
candidates and choose the designer
they felt most comfortable with.

She said a useful tool was to put
together a scrapbook of colour
swatches, fabric samples and
magazine or catalogue pictures of
furniture. 

“The client must take
responsibility for briefing the
designer properly as this helps the
designer get inside the client’s
head,” she said.

Finally, when considering how to
allocate the budget, it was important
not to compromise on fittings and
fixtures such as flooring, tap fittings,
door hardware and lighting.

Amanda Lewis

Budget must: Don’t compromise on fittings such as handles or taps.

Contemporary fit-out: Most clients use an interior designer to assist with bringing their ideas into one cohesive look.

Finishing touch: Designer tiles in the bathroom.

A useful tool was to
put together a
scrapbook of colour
swatches, fabric
samples and magazine
or catalogue pictures
of furniture.

• Consider lighting in the early stages of the design process as it can have
dramatic effects and provide mood if done properly.

• Assess the room for its best features and accentuate them. Bad features can
be minimised through counter action.

• Have one or two major statement pieces to draw the eye in the room. This
can be a striking artwork, fabulous piece of furniture or artefact collection.
The remaining furniture and furnishings should complement these pieces.

• Provide textural differences in all components, from the walls to the fabrics.
• Keep referring to the overall design concept and theme in making all design

selections.

DOMINIQUE TILLER INTERIORS: 9489 3503

TOP 5 DESIGN TIPS

Ceramica coatings will protect your pavers, poured limestone, limestone 
walls and water features not only from DAMAGE but also from 

PERMANENT STAINING for 5 YEARS. When applied, it creates a durable 
and extremely strong protective barrier permanently bonded to the pavers. 

Our sealants give you an impenetrable surface that combines two major 
functions, PROTECTING and BEAUTIFYING

We offer a fi ve-year guarantee 

Imagine Stain-free Paving!
High Quality Paving Protection

FOR DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL USE

Ceramica Coatings

Call us now on 9248 8666
or email us at info@ceramica.com.au

for your nearest supplier

7 Trade Rd, Malaga WA 6090  Fax 9248 8633     www.ceramica.com.au

Ceramica Coatings supply Australia wide for 
COMMERCIAL APPLICATION and DOMESTIC use.
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• Protection against staining from
  food, drinks, oils and rubber scuff
• Colour enhancement
• Hard wearing
• Non-yellowing from UV radiation
• 5-7 years working life
• Use now to control weeds, fungal 
   and moss growth
• Makes graffi ti easier to remove

• Treated surfaces are easier to keep clean
• As a water repellent coating around
  swimming pools, it inhibits salt/
  chlorine damage
• Greatly reduces the likelihood of
  effl orescence
• Ease of removal of bore stains

GARDENING
KELMSCOTT

GARDEN SUPPLIES

Open 7 Days
For All Your Garden Supplies

Stunning Hanging Baskets

Tropical Fish
�� Spring Specials ��

on Koi and Cichlids
80 Gillam Drive, Kelmscott

Phone 9495 1416

Unbeatable Prices
-RIVERSTONES-

$12.95 per 10kg bag or $10
per bag for 5 or more.
Available at all stores.

THE WEST CLASSIFIEDS.
Whether you’re buying or

selling — It’s easy.
Call 13 22 80.

GARDEN BEDS

Corrugated Raised
Garden Beds

Ideal for herbs,vegies mulch
1300 x 800 $149
1800 x 800 $189

FREE DEL METRO AREA

EMPIRE TANKS
100 Mucciarone Lane

Parkerville
Phone 9295 5400

E: sales@empiretanks.com.au

HYDROPONICS-ISABELLAS
LOTS OF SPECIALS

All hydroponic equipment
& associated products
Full Range Pond Equipment
Cheap Garden Plants
Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30
Sun & P/Hols 10.30-4.30
66 Jambanis Rd Wanneroo

9306 3028

MULCH SOIL DELIVERED
2m3 3m3

BUDGET MULCH.....$135 $185
BLACK MULCH.......$145 $205
JUNGLE MULCH.... $160 $225
KARRI & PEAT ........$195 $265
COMPOST ...............$190 $265
SOIL COND .............$180 $245

Mudlark Landscape
Ph 0407 421 309

or 9478 2260

ABOVE & BEYOND
LAWNS AND GARDENS

Lawnmowing,  Garden
maintenance,  rubbish
removal, clean ups & odd
jobs 0410 350 250

BARGAIN WHOLESALE!!
100 ltr sheep manure

$9.00 per bag
Phone 0404 776 972

Guaranteed Weed Free

Festival of
Country Gardens

Visit Gardens Open
Enjoy excursions to scenic
countryside, historic farms,
garden talks, wildflower

walks, Lively Plant Fair
11, 12 Oct; 28 Oct - 2 Nov

15 & 16 Nov
BALINGUP, BOYUP BROOK
BRIDGETOWN, MANJIMUP

AND NANNUP
Ph 1800 001 357

www.countrygardens.com.au

THE WEST CLASSIFIEDS.
We’re ready to take your

advertisements.
Buying or selling —

It’s easy.
We can help you.

Call 13 22 80.

GARDEN
MAKEOVERS

start with
naturally inspired

Products

Create a natural back drop
With

NATUREED * BAMBOO *
* BRUSHWOOD *

Also Available
STATUES * WATER

FEATURES * INSIDE-OUT
DECOR *

naturally inspired
82 Canning Hwy (cnr
Brandon) SOUTH PERTH
Phone 9367 3166
Open Thursday-Tuesday 9-5
Closed Wednesdays.

THE WEST CLASSIFIEDS.
Give yourself the best
chance to sell it. Be it
Motors, Real Estate, For
Sale, Employment, Comput-
ers or whatever. We can help
you advertise it.

It’s easy
Don’t delay
Ring now

Call 13 22 80.

Interior designer: Dominique Tiller. End detail: Powder room.
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